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The debate lasted the whole day. Senators Hale,
Fessenden, Kennedy, and Pearce, of Maryland, supported
the resolution. Senators Wilson, of Massachusetts, and
Browning,.of Illinois, opposed it.

Read in the light of the present day the arguments of
the opposition are extremely flimsy. They said in effect:
"We know that our rulers mean well; if we ask them any
questions, we shall cast a doubt upon their acts and then
the wicked will be encouraged in their wrongdoing, and
treason will multiply in the land." It was Trumbull's
opinion that arbitrary arrests were causing division and
dissension among the loyal people of the North, and were
thus doing more harm than good, even from the stand-
point of their apologists. Democratic conventions cen-
sured them. That of Indiana, for example, resolved:

That the total disregard of the writ of habeas corpus by the
authorities over us and the seizure and imprisonment of the
citizens of the loyal states where the judiciary is in full opera-
tion, without warrant of law and without assigning any cause,
or giving the party arrested any opportunity of defense, are
flagrant violations of the Constitution, and most alarming acts
of usurpation of power, which should receive the stern rebuke of
every lover of his country, and of every man who prizes the
security and blessings of life, liberty, and property.

At the close of the debate, Senator Doolittle moved to
refer the resolutions to the Committee on the Judiciary,
in order to have a report on the question whether the
right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus appertains to
the President or to Congress. This motion was opposed
by Trumbull, but it prevailed by a vote of 25 to 17, and
the subject was shelved for six months.

The question upon which Senator Doolittle wanted
information had already been decided, so far as one emi-
nent jurist could decide it, in the case of John Merryman,nd him or me to prison without examination,
